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Introduction
The year 2013 was an extremely labour-intensive and full of various statistical activities
for the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (SO SR). Besides the standard statistical
activities attention was paid to various longterm and strategic projects focused on raising
the quality and effectiveness of our work. The
most significant project was the Electronic
Services of the Statistical Office of the SR
which was successfully completed by the end
of the year. A great deal of attention was paid
to the preparation of the transmission to the
new System of National Accounts ESA 2010
and to the processing and publication of the
2011 Population and Housing Census results also intensively continued.
Beginning of works on the Development
Strategy of the SO SR by 2017 was also a significant activity. It was aimed at creation of
products and services representing customer
value, as well as at setting of effective internal
processes, knowledge and systems required
for the production of this value in the environment of significantly limited resources.
In the field of the Development of Integrated
Quality Management System, we continued
in integrating the principles of the European
Statistics Code of Practice (Codex) into this
system contributing to further enhancement
of the quality and credibility of statistics produced in the SO SR.

2013

In July 2013, the level of implementation of
the principles of the Codex in the SO SR and
of the national statistical system (NSS) was
examined by a pilot evaluation peer review,
i.e. a group of reviewers consisting of the European Statistical system (ESS). It was held on
July 15-20, 2013 and it was preceded by an extensive, almost half-year preparation. The evaluation aimed to review the proposed methodology and related tools which will further
(2014-2015) be used in evaluation of statistics
of all EU Member States. The pilot evaluation
was successfully conducted. On various ESS
forums, the Eurostat expressed special thanks
to the SO SR for the voluntary participation
in this project and highly appreciated its active and high-quality participation in improvement of methodology, harmonization of
questionnaires and procedure specifications.
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In methodology, we focused of integration
processes of various data sources, as a precondition of further reduction of response
burden, as well as cost reduction in respecting the growing needs for the content and
quality of information of users. Specifically,
within activities concerning modernization
of European statistics, the Statistical Surveys
and Methodology Department participated
in the European project of data integration
from various administrative data sources
into the production of business statistics. The
outcomes of the project will be implemented
into the routine statistical production. The
employees of this department benefited from
the integration experiences gained in this
project and also in participating in another
project measuring the effects of globalization.
The results of our participation in ESS expert
groups were used for modernizing the approach to confidential statistical data for scientific
purposes in line with the European standards.
In the field of informatics, the year 2013 was
devoted mainly to two significant projects

representing an integral part of the informatization of public administration in the SR.
Increased attention was paid to works related
to finalization of the above-mentioned national project Electronic services of the SO SR
and on preparatory processes of the new project Register and identifier of legal entities and
entrepreneurs.
The technical part of the project Electronic Services of the SO SR, consisting of the
Integrated statistical information system (ISIS)
and the Integrated election information system
(IEIS) was handed over in April. Preparations of new statistical surveys for future periods were started in the ISIS and the IEIS was
successfully applied in two rounds of the Elections to the bodies of self-governing regions
in November 2013. The services of both subsystems are provided through the new Internet portal www.statistics.sk which is running
parallel with the old one.
The project Register and identifier of legal
entities and entrepreneurs in the National
Concept of Informatization of Public Admi-
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nistration of the SR represents one of the four
basic registers together with the register of
natural entities, register of addresses and register of spatial information. Upon signing
the contract on non-repayable financial aid
for implementing the project by means of
restricted procedure we ensured the selection of supplier and thus all preconditions for
the implementation of the Register of legal
entities (RLE) were completely fulfilled from
January 2014.
The Statistical Office of the SR realized the
policy for dissemination of statistical infor-
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mation in line with the clearly defined objective to provide high quality and objective statistical products and services and to support
the widening the knowledge level of customers. Publishing of statistical information
was realized mostly by means of the web
portal where users can work with our data in
form of databases, pre-defined tables, electronic publications and other products as well.
The most important task was the launch of
the parallel operation of the existing portal
with the new one www.statistics.sk. It provides modern and customer-oriented approach
in the process of dissemination of statistical
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information, products and services with the
consolidated structure of released data.
At meetings with the existing and potential
users of statistical information we focused
mainly on presenting the possible uses of the
new integrated statistical information system
in order to increase the knowledge level of
customers.

cal fields during this event. The participants
were presented the results of statistical work
including the samples from production and
organization of statistical surveys. By organizing the Open Door Day, the Statistical
Office of the SR supported the global campaign the International Year of Statistics and
joined more than 1600 organizations from
112 countries of the world.
The regular survey on satisfaction of users
with the products and services of the Statistical Office of the SR which is conducted
by means of online questionnaires was conducted also in 2013. The results of the survey
are published at the Office´s Internet portal
representing a significant feedback on the
needs and expectations of statistical users.
Employees of the National Accounts Section
focused mainly on the preparation of the new
Regulation on the System of National and
Regional Accounts ESA 2010. Transition to
the new methodology is planned on September 1, 2014. Our aim was to inform the main
users about this change and its consequences
by means of seminars organized at the first
half of 2013.

In 2013, the largest public PR event of the
Statistical Office of the SR was the Open
Door Day at the Central Office and all the
eight Regional Offices. More than 500 people
obtained information from various statisti-
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Apart from standard activities, the External
Trade Statistics Department, participated in
the grant project of mirror data comparison,
on integration of the INTRASTAT system
under the ISIS and at the end of 2013 also
on transmission of data processing into the
Regional Office in Trnava. In February 2013,
employees of the External Statistics Department provided six free seminars for reporting
units which were attended by 150 people.
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The seminars were dealing with methodological questions and discussion of complex
examples of tackling business transactions in
Intrastat reports.
In short-term business statistics, the focus
of works aimed at meeting the deadlines of
data transmissions during the implementation of the new base year 2010 and extension
of transmitted data in retail trade and selected market services by another two indicators on employment. A great challenge in this
field was the completion of questionnaires by
metadata for individual short-term indicators in a new structure NRME (national reference Metadata Editor) and their transition
to Eurostat by the end of 2013. By fulfilling
this task, we ranked among the 13 Member
States who sent complete metadata in a
required structure and content.

By organizing a conference entitled “After
the 2011 Census does Slovakia still need
another one?” held on 20-21 November, 2013
in Bratislava, the Statistical Office of the SR
opened a public discussion about the form
and content of the next population and housing census to be held around 2020. In field
data collection for the sample surveys in
households we strengthened the standardisation and harmonization at the level of
inputs and outputs.

The Office continued in publishing and
dissemination of results and ad hoc reports
drawn from the 2011 Population and Housing Census and in preparation of hypercubes as the main output format for Eurostat.

2013
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Identification of organization
Title: 		
Acronym:		
Address of headquarter:
Contact:		
			

Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic
SO SR
Miletičova 3, 824 67 Bratislava 26
telephone (operator) +421 2 50236 222
internet		
http://www.statistics.sk

Management:		
			

The Statistical Office is a budgetary organization with its incomes and
expenditures being a part of the state budget of the Slovak Republic

Main activities:
SO SR1:
a) develops and publishes the policy of
national statistics,
b) compiles the Programme of State Statistical Surveys in co-operation with ministries and state organizations,
c) defines methodology of statistical surveys
and collects and processes statistical data,
d) defines methodology for maintenance of
the system of national accounts and compiles national accounts,
e) sets up, releases and keeps classifications,
nomenclatures and registers in co-operation with the ministries and state authorities,
f) defines the method of setting up the registers, assigns and issues identification
numbers,
g) elaborates analyses of selected characteristics of the social, economic and environmental development of the SR,
h) co-operates with international bodies and
organizations in introduction of standards
and classifications in the field of statistics,

8

publishes the results of statistical surveys
for the SR and individual geographical
and administrative units, regularly informs general public about social, economic and demographic development, provides statistical information and issues
statistical publications,
j) organizes and provides project and programme preparation of processing the
statistical surveys and determines the
method of collection and technologies of
processing the statistical data for statistical surveys conducted by the Office,
k) manages, regulates and oversees collection and processing of statistical data at
national level,
l) comments on methodology of production, content and structure of statistical
data and statistical information acquired by ministries and state organizations
in performing their activities,
m) obtains and collects external statistical
information for purposes of comparison
the situation and development of the SR
economy with foreign countries and
n) fulfils other tasks set by the act.
i)
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A specific task of the SO SR is preparation
and processing of election results to the National Council of the SR2, bodies of municipal self-governments3, and bodies of regional
self-government4 and processing of results
from the presidential election5, referendum6
and elections to the European Parliament7
and the population and housing census8.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Act No. 540/2001 Coll. on State statistics in wording
of later regulations
Act No. 333/2004 Coll. on elections to the Slovak
National Council in wording of later regulations
Act NCSR No. 346/1990 Coll. on elections to the
bodies of municipal self-governments in wording of
later regulations
Act No. 303/2001 Coll. on elections to the bodies of
regional self-governments
Act No. 46/1999 Coll. on presidential elections, plebiscite and its repeal
Act NCSR No. 564/1992 Coll. on referendum in wording of later regulations
Act No.331/2003 Coll. on election to European Parliament in wording of the Act No. 515/2003 Coll.
Act No. 263/2008 Coll. on Population and Housing
Census 2011 amending the Act No. 5/2004 Coll. on
employment services and on amendments of some
acts in wording of later regulations
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We continued in deeping the QMS

of the SO SR by another integration of the European
Statistics Code of Practice into the QMS of the SO SR
In 2013 intensive works regarding the implementation of the project focused on implementation and maintaining the monitoring
the implementation principles of the revised
European Statistics Code of Practice (Codex) within the integrated quality management system (QMS) continued. The integration of the Codex principles is aimed at
statistical products, services and processes necessary for the creation of statistical products
representing customer value as well as completion of the required institutional environment.
The conduct of the project will contribute to
the further enhancement of the quality and
credibility of statistics produced on the SO SR.
In July 2013, the level of implementing the principles of the Codex at the SO SR was examined
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by the peer review, i.e. a group of reviewers consisting of representatives of the European statistical system (ESS). The existence of the QMS
of the SO SR introduced by the ISO 9001:2008
standard and the conduct of the project focused
on integration of the Codex principles into this
system contributed greatly to the success of the
peer review. The aforementioned peer review
served as a pilot peer review for verifying the
methodology of this examination and further
use of the acquired experiences in this peer review conduct of European statistics producers
especially within the ESS. The participation of
the SO SR in this demanding pilot testing and its
quality contribution in completion of the methodology was highly appreciated by the highest
Eurostat representatives on various ESS forums.
Processing of the Development Strategy of the
SO SR until 2017 approved by the President
of the Office at the beginning of the year, was
also a significant activity. The strategy is a continuation of the previous development strategies
taking into account the rapidly growing customer needs on statistical products set mostly by
the binding regulation and the strictly limited
sources. The strategic objectives, aims and
action programmes for their realization are focused on creation of products and services in a
quality ensuring customer value of the provided
products and services. Other strategic objecti-
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ves are related to the setting of effective internal
processes, knowledge and systems necessary for
the creation of this value.
Fulfillment of one of the basic commonly shared
values of the SO SR - the personal responsibility of customers to achieve results of the Office
under optimally expended costs was supported by the improvement of the information system for monitoring working time. The outputs
of this system monitoring the costs of statistical
surveys, activities and departments were used as
base for decision-making of the top managers
and other officials of the SO SR. The main idea
for creating the preconditions for the planned
implementation of the management information system was increasing the awareness of the
use of institutional sources for the support of
their optimal allocation.
The level of quality management system was
examined by internal audits performed in
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selected processes. The audits verified conformance of the system with the requirements of
the ISO 9001:2008 standard and the requirements of the SO SR emphasizing the fulfillment
of action programmes of the previous development strategies of the SO SR. Ideas for improvement resulting from the internal audits and
other improvement sources were compiled into
the annual general Report of the evaluation of
the quality management system of the SO SR.
In October 2013, the first surveillance audit
performed by the monitoring organization
Bureau Veritas Certification proved the conformance of the implementation of the quality
management system with the requirements of
the ISO 9001:2008 standards. The positive audit
result confirmed that the quality management
system of the SO SR creates appropriate conditions for further improvement of the quality and
credibility of products and services provided to
customers even in these tough conditions.
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What the last year brought
in methodology
On the one hand, modernisation of European statistics and the restrictions of sources
on the other hand call for a change of methodological approach almost in all statistical
domains. One of the modernization fields
where the SO SR participated in 2013 was
the implementation of modern and more effective data collection and data production
methods, improvement of the use of the existing data in the statistical system by means of
data linking and correlation, optimization of
the reporting units selection and the combination of data sources. Within the MEETS
programme (Modernisation of European Enterprise and Trade Statistics), the Statistical
Surveys and Methodology Department was
participating in a European grant project focused on data integration from various administrative sources into the production of
business statistics. Integration of these data
sources into the routine statistical production enabled the cancellation of annual survey of self-employed persons and assumedly
these activities will allow further reduction
of statistical surveys and the implementation
of new methods for data processing. Employees of the department used and further developed their integration experiences during
the implementation of the second European
project focused on measuring the effects of
globalization.
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The Methodology Department developed a
programme for the calibration of weights of
statistical surveys in R software decreasing
the dependency on commercial tools while its
functionality which will enable enhanced quality of the statistics produced. In June 2014,
it will be presented at the European Conference on Quality in Official Statistics - Q2014,
by the employees of the department.
In 2013, self-assessments of all statistical surveys
aimed at the entire process of statistical surveys
including the assessment of their quality level
from producers´ perspective were conducted
and evaluated. The results of self-assessments
will serve as a basis for the implementation of
methodological audits starting from 2014.
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The Methodology Department participated
on the production of sample files from unified sampling frame for the household sample
surveys. In addition, it proposed a sampling
procedure for ad hoc BRAWISIMO projects Survey on mobility and Survey on financial
situation and consumption of households and
the above-mentioned procedure was applied
in practice as well.
In the field of seasonal analysis of time series,
the most important activity affecting the quality of statistical outputs was the harmonization of procedures within the ESS. In 2013, the
SO SR started to prepare for the use of new generation tools DEMETRA + and JDEMETRA.
DEMETRA+ is a statistical software package
for seasonal adjustment supported by Eurostat. The package includes two seasonal
adjustment methods: X-12-ARIMA and
TRAMO/SEATS. One of the main features
of DEMETRA+ is to normalize both methods
and improve their comparability by means of
a common file of diagnostic parameters and
presentation tools. Moreover, the new software JDEMETRA+ (test version) has been
available for about a year bringing additional
tools enhancing the quality and feasibility.
JDEMETRA+ supports plug-ins which enables the improvement of the application´s
functionality without changing the original
code. The Statistical Surveys Department has
been participating in the new software testing
and has been preparing a guide and a training
for the employees of the SO SR.
Another important task of methodology was
the education of employees of the SO SR in
selected statistical fields which was focused
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in 2013 mostly on protecting the confidentiality of statistical data. In 2013, except the
usual requests for output protection, this department focused also on the improvement
of the access to confidential data for scientific

purposes. The Statistical Surveys and Methodology Department initiated and continued
to significantly participate in the administrative framework preparation for ensuring the
access to confidential data at European level.
Based on expert group experiences, the department prepared in cooperation with other
units the research proposal templates and a
contract on provision of confidential statistical data for scientific purposes which have
now been applied successfully in practice.
Having regard to the dissemination of the
2011 Population and Housing Census results for the Eurostat project Census HUB,
a concept for protection of statistical data in
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hypercubes was prepared. It was presented
also at the conference “After the 2011 Census
does Slovakia still need another one?”.

Classifications and registers
During 2013, the statistical classifications
and code lists continued developing in accordance with their international norms and standards. The amendments proposed in the products classification by CPA 2008 activities were
consulted and commented at European and
national level and for the proper implementation of the International Standard Classification
of Education (ISCED 2011) detailed methodological notes were elaborated for the users of
this classification. Attention has also been focused on preparation of conversion and control tables needed for the implementation of the
revised classification of the European System
of National Accounts ESA 2010 into the system of statistical registers, especially into the
Statistical Register of Organizations.
Other activities in the field of statistical registers
were focused mainly on the development and
improvement of the Statistical Register of
Organizations and the Companies Register.
The most important tool for achieving this goal
was the more effective use of administrative
sources from the social security system and the
tax information system.
In cooperation with Eurostat, works continued
regarding the improvement of the content of
national Companies Register and the development of the Register of Transnational Companies governed by Eurostat in the system of
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EuroGroups Register (EGR). The result of this
cooperation was the finite EGR 2011 population which was finalized and made available by
Eurostat for statistical purposes in March 2013.
Within the project Development and implementation of methods and tools for the EGR
at national level, consolidation processes and
integration of data registered in the Statistical
Register of Organizations were automatized
with EGR data. The project activities included
implementation of new standards into the metadata module of statistical information system, change and completion of data structures
of the Statistical Register of Organizations,
establishment of the Companies Register and
the Non-Residential Units Register as well as
the development and implementation of new
controls and functions in the module of statistical registers. Project activities were focused
on the second half of 2013.
In December 2013, the indicators on fast-growing innovative enterprises in the SR for
2012 were processed and submitted to the European Commission in order to monitor activities concerning the EU 2020 strategy. Calculation of the required indicators was carried
out on the basis of the common Eurostat and
OECD methodology based on information
registered in the Statistical Register of Organizations and other relevant administrative sources. In the first half of 2013, indicators were
processed on regional demography of companies at NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 levels for the
reference years 2008-2010 as well as quarterly
indicators on liquidation and restructuralization of enterprises from 2010 until the second
half of 2013.
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Production
of cost-optimal database
Proposals for statistical forms included in
the Programme of state statistical surveys for
2012-2014 are annually evaluated by all parties concerned with the aim of respecting
the principles of the Act on state statistics in
order to conduct important and necessary
and economic surveys at quality and comparable level avoiding duplication. In this
regard a mechanism for determining negative priorities was implemented in the national statistical system and it was applied for
the very first time in survey preparation for
2014. However, also within the internal and
interministry comment procedure of surveys
scheduled for 2013, the following were identified and discussed:
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negative priorities, i.e. surveys to be
cancelled, reduced or simplified,
emerging new needs; primarily provide
data for the production of European statistics,
changes in forms,
surveys which shall be supplemented
with data from administrative sources.
During the preparation of short-term reporting for 2013, proposals for the cancellation of the following three short-term
surveys have been submitted: Ceny Les 1-04,
INTRASTAT 3-12 and INTRASTAT 4-12.
The survey Ceny Les 1-04 was cancelled
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after checking the possibility to use data
obtained by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development of the SR. The two
simplified reports on the delivery/export
of goods INTRASTAT 3-12 and INTRASTAT 4-12 were cancelled in order to obtain quality data on trade of the Slovak
Republic with the EU Member States via
INTRASTAT 1-12 and INTRASTAT 2-12
reports.
In 2013, three regular surveys on annual
basis have been cancelled by the Statistical
Office of the SR. The reason for the cancellation of Roč 3-01 survey by which tradesmen - entrepreneurs not registered in
the Business Register-were contacted, was
the supplementation of statistical data with
data from administrative sources. Similarly, in the MOŠ-MIS 1-01 survey by which
data collection for the production of urban
and municipal statistics was conducted,
data are transferred from existing sources.
The survey on delivery services IKaP 2-01
was cancelled due to the fact that the Postal
Services Statistics was included among negative priorities in the Annual European
Work Programme for 2013. The NSNO 2-01
Survey on small non-profit organizations
was unified with the NSNO 1-01 survey as a
common form entitled NSNO 1-01 Annual
questionnaire of non-profit organizations.
The SASU 1-01 Crime and Safety Survey
was not conducted because of the unfinished legislative process at EU level. In
2013, the agriculture statistics was holding
the Poľ 20-93 Farm Structure Survey conducted on a triannual basis.
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For meeting the needs of the national statistical system, European statistical system
and the international organizations, data
from administrative sources were used
whose number was twice higher than the
total number of statistical surveys of the
SO SR (more than 200 sources). Administrative sources are provided by ministries
and state organizations which obtained,
collected, processed and stored the data during the performance of their activities. The
existing administrative sources have been
used and are being used instead of own
data collection, however they have gradually
begun to use statistical techniques for comparison and linking of statistical and administrative data. For example the survey Roč 3-01
which was supplemented by data integrated
from various data sources.
The reduction of response burden is a constant strategic priority of the SO SR from the
perspective of respondents and producers
as well. Response burden should adequately meet the users´ needs and should not be
excessive for respondents. Since 2008 the
burden measurement is based on obtaining
data on time required for the completion of
a statistical form and on evaluating items in
forms (the number of items of individual
forms is multiplied by the survey periodicity and by the number of reporting units).
By the regular review of data necessary to
be included in statistical surveys, it was
found out that the range of surveyed data
was considerably reduced during the years
2008-2012. The response burden of respondents by number of items (NI) decrea-
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sed year-on-year (2012 to 2011) by 4,56%
however, compared with 2008 it was down
by 35,17%. The number of items in statistical forms of the SO SR decreased year-on-year (2012 to 2011) by 4,15% and compared
with 2008 the number of items decreased by
more than 25% (25,67%). The survey periodicity did not change year-on-year (2012 to
2011). Periodicity was changed in various
price surveys already in 2011. In 2012, the
NI in enterprises and entrepreneurs slightly
increased (by 1,24%), however, compared
with 2008 there was a significant decrease
by 47,24%.

During data evaluation on time burden, the
attention was focused on enterprises and
entrepreneurs and on public administration. When comparing the year 2012 to 2008,
the average survey completion time generally decreased in 48 cases, in two cases it
remained unchanged and it increased in
21 cases.

Number of items in enterprises and entrepreneurs, population and public
administration compared with 2008
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Macro-economic statistics
National accounts comprise a compatible
framework for systematic and detailed
description of the entire economy as well as
of individual sectors and subsectors, where
all levels of economic process (production,
creation and division of incomes, their usage,
accumulation and financial transactions) are
collected. They are compiled by the methodology of European System of National and
Regional Accounts 1995 - ESA 95. The development of the national accounts system in
compliance with the new EU regulations and

directives is one of the main objectives of
macro-economic statistics. External Trade
Statistics provide important input data for
construction of key macro-economic aggregates.

Works in the field
of national accounts
The annual sector accounts for 2012, regional data for 2011, supply and use tables and
symmetric input-output tables for 2010 in

Current annual data on GDP development in time series 1995-2012
GDP in mil. EUR
70 000
60 000
50 000
40 000
30 000
20 000
10 000

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
GDP- current prices
GDP- constant prices calculated by chaining volumes

GDP- constant prices of the previous year

Note:
- constant prices calculated by chaining volumes with the use of reference year 2005
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GDP year-on-year development increases in %
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the range of the transmission programme
pursuant to the Eurostat requirements were
compiled, based on the information of the
statistical reporting system, administrative
data sources and additional information.
The standard autumn revision of data for
the years 2011 and 2010 was conducted and
released in compliance with the revision
policy available at the website of the SO SR.
Deadlines for the transmission of national
accounts data to the Eurostat were met, pursuant to the transmission programme ESA 95.

gramme and regularly released within 65
days once the reference quarter ended. Data
of quarterly accounts are seasonally adjusted
in accordance with the regulations and directions of the European Union.

Flash GDP and employment estimates were
provided regularly within 45 days once the
reference quarter ended. Quarterly national
accounts data were compiled fully in compliance with the ESA 95 transmission pro-

Within the spring and autumn notification
of EDP, data in notification tables including
EDP questionnaire and other required information were sent to the Eurostat according to the deadline.

2013

In the 4.quarter of 2013, the Eurostat carried
out a dialog mission in Slovakia regarding
the problems of Procedures of excessive deficit and debt. Official tasks resulting from
the official conclusions are to be expected in
2014.
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EU Member States are required to provide data
on gross national income and data on GDP for
the preparation of the EU budget and VAT
data. The Macroeconomic Statistics Section
prepared standardly for the MF SR a draft of
gross national income estimates and data on
compensation for small companies exempted
from VAT and data on weighted average VAT
rate. At the same time, through the permanent
mission in Brussels, a questionnaire was sent to
the Eurostat containing data on transition from
GDP to GNP, including the quality report with
all information on changes and supplements
for methodological approaches for compiling
the final GDP/GNP data.

We were participating intensively on preparation of the new ESA2010 legislation and on
further implementation of this key regulation into the System of National Accounts in
the SR. Transition to the new methodology is
scheduled for 2014. The main users were informed about this change by means of specific
seminars in the first half of 2013.
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The step-by-step solution of the Eurostat´s
cross-cutting objections was very important
which were obtained in January 2012 based on
two Eurostat missions regarding the problems
of the Sources and Methods for the Compilation
of the Gross National Income (GNI Inventory-SK) and a subsequent comparison of mission
results for all EU Member States.
Except the routine tasks of individual statistical themes, the employees of the National Accounts Department were dealing with works
related to the grant project GP 02-11 Methodological and technical improvement of national accounts, where they devoted their utmost
effort to the quality improvement of quarterly
national accounts and TDP tables, shortening
the deadline of regional accounts by one year
and to the preparation of the future ESA 2010
requirements, in the context of the new table
of the next transmission programme regarding
pension schemes. At the same time, in January 2013, works on another project GP 03-12
Improvements of Quality in National Accounts
began. The primary aim of this project is to
describe in details by individual transactions
the sources and methods used for the compilation of annual sector accounts. We are directly participating on preparatory works for
fulfilling INFOSTAT research tasks. In July, a
study visit from the Agency of Statistics of the
Republic of Kazakhstan was conducted at the
department which aimed at learning about
the methodology of compiling supply and use
tables and symmetric input-output tables at
the SO SR.
In 2013 various working meetings with colleagues from the Czech Statistical Office were

Annual Report of the Statistical Office of the SR

Macro-economic statistics

held. The scope of meetings was the exchange
of experiences concerning the implementation
of the new methodology ESA2010, data revaluation in national accounts and compilation
of supply and use tables using the Norwegian
software SNA_NT.
Besides the scheduled tasks, the employees of
national accounts participated in solving current
issues within interministry working groups.
The completion of various questionnaires for
international organizations (CMFB, Eurostat,
ILO, OECD, UNECE etc.) required a great deal
of work similarly as the preparation of materials for economic analyses of ministries and state institutions (IFP, MFSR, NBS, MHSR etc).

Works in the field
of External Trade Statistics
In 2013, the External Trade Statistics Department released with monthly periodicity
updated data on import and export of goods
and data on price indices in foreign trade.

2013

The implementation of the SIMSTAT project
continued by means of which Eurostat aims
to simplify and improve the quality of foreign
trade statistical data. Within this project, the
department participated through Eurostat
working groups in the international ESSnet
project for the preparation of pilot testing of
data exchange between EU Member States.
In cooperation with the Information Systems
Department it also participated in the project
focused on the provision of technical support
of this exchange.
Within the ongoing grant project mirror data
on mutual trade with the Czech Republic,
Poland and Hungary for 2012 have been compared. Methodological differences in reporting
of electrical energy and natural gas between
Slovakia and these countries have also been
reviewed.
Code lists and a guide for reporting units were
updated in accordance with legislation in force.
In 2013 the simplified reports were cancelled
which resulted in an improvement of data
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quality As a result, reporting units were given 6 free seminars which were attended by
150 persons. During the year, reporting units
were given 8 standard seminars attended by
157 candidates. Besides the basic information
on INTRASTAT-SK, the seminars provided
an overview of the latest changes as well as
answers to specific questions of participants.
Meetings with the reporting units having
difficulties with the quality and timeliness of
data transmission were organized and individual telephone and email consultations were
provided through the Help Desk.
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At the end of 2013 a share of competences
concerning the processing of foreign trade statistical data to the Regional Office in
Trnava and the relevant staff training were
provided.
Finally, reference should be made to the provision of data upon request either by customers, sectors etc. or through the information service ensured by the employees of the
Macroeconomic Statistics Section meeting
the customers´ needs with utmost care.
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During the last year, the Business Statistics
Section also focused on the development
of individual statistical fields in the context
of the new requirements of EU regulations
and directives.
The centre of activities in business short-term statistics was aimed at meeting the
deadlines of the first data transmission concerning the implementation of the new base
year 2010. Transmission of quarterly data in
retail sale and selected market services was
extended by another two employment indicators including construction of time series
from the first half of 2010, in accordance with
the requirements of the appendix to implementing regulation on business short-term
statistics. Since January 2013, the monthly
data has been released in accordance with
European standards, describing short term
development and assessment of the economic development in selected sectors of the
SR by means of indices.
Designing questionnaires for metadata on
individual short-term indicators in the new
NRME structure (National Reference Metadata Error) and their further transfer to
Eurostat until the end of 2013, has been a
great challenge in this field. By completing
this task we have been ranked among the 13
member states sending metadata in a required structure.

2013

In 2013, a regular three-year burden measurement of reporting units and the costs
for the national statistical offices in relation
to the requirements of the regulation were
conducted. In the overall compatibility
assessment with the Regulation on short-term statistics, the SO SR has been ranked
among the first category of member states
with the best level of compatibility.
The annual structural statistics compiled sets of the final indicators for 2010
for the financial and non-financial sector
and transmitted them on time. Also in the
field of structural statistics, the SO SR was
included in the first category of member
states with the best level of compatibility
with the regulation on structural statistics.
Data files for 2011 on domestic and non-domestic foreign affiliates were compiled
and transmitted. New structured quality reports were prepared for all the fields
required.
The Office actively participated in a discussion and consultation exercise on the
proposal of package changes for the field of
short-term statistics, structural statistics and
foreign affiliations statistics and in consultations to individual elements of the regulation, mainly concerning the new definition of statistical units and their concrete
implementation.
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In 2013 the most important activities in statistics of industry included the successful completion of the new base of commodity products and the production of the new weighting
scheme which served as a basis for the calculation of the industrial production index since
January 2013. Within the existing historical
time series the values of all short-term indicators have been recalculated in relation to
the transition to a new base year for 2010.
Other activities were focused on updating the
PRODSLOV list of industrial products which
is in force since the beginning of 2014. The
provision of outputs continued in order to fulfil the obligations towards external users but
mainly the Eurostat. Non-standard outputs
for banking analysts and users of the business
environment were processed and provided in
required deadlines and extent as well.

During the last year in business statistics of
construction, housing, trade and services
attention was paid to the improvement of the
database by means of optimization of activities of the processing chain. Activities were
aimed at strict observance of deadlines of
first data transmission to Eurostat and the
first release of outputs at the website of the
SO SR pursuant to the Calendar of first data
release. An increased attention has been paid
to the confrontation of statistical data with
administrative sources in order to improve
the quality and the predicting ability of statistical data. The scope of regularly provided
data according to concluded agreements has
been extended and the number of monthly
released outputs at the SO SR portal increased as well for the better satisfaction of
demands.

Structure of inland construction production in 2013
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In the field of transport, information,
communication and information society
statistics, activities continued concerning
the realization of the survey, in compliance
with the EU regulations, including the recast
of the road transport. Data were transmitted
to Eurostat databases, International Transport
Forum, UNECE, the Danube commission,
the World Bank and to the joint information
system EUROSTAT-UNECE-ITF. In the field
of information society, the Office participated in the survey on usage of information and
communication technologies in enterprises
organized by Eurostat. Data sets, analytical
reports and quality reports were processed
and transmitted in compliance with the
Eurostat requirements. Transport, information, communication and information
society results were provided to a broad
public within the information and publication system of the Office.
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In the field of statistics of science, technology and innovations, new requirements
were implemented resulting from the Regulation No. 995/2012 on production and
development of Community statistics on
science and technology. New indicators for
monitoring the European Research Area
were compiled and data in all the required sorting by the given methodology were
provided to international institutions. Five
quality reports on statistics of research and
development for individual sectors were
drawn up in the environment of the new
electronic tool of Eurostat. We carried out
another innovation survey within the joint
survey of EU countries – Community Innovation Survey-CIS2012 including the pilot
(test) module on strategies and impediments to meeting business objectives. We
also took part in the review process of the
Frascati Manual by providing the required
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information to the working group of national experts for science and technology indicators – NESTI in the OECD the completion
of the methodological, testing and regular
questionnaires.
In energy statistics, an increased attention
was paid to commenting the proposed
amendments in the Council Regulation
(EU) No. 691/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council on environmental
economic accounts concerning the module
for physical energy flows and the Regulation
(EC) No. 1099/2008 of the European parliament and of the Council on energy statistics as regards the forthcoming extension
of indicators on domestic energy consumption. All surveys in this field were realized in compliance with the EU regulations
including data transmissions to EUROSTAT
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databases, International Energy Agency
and the United Nations Statistics Division
in a required deadlines and extent.
In 2013 the statistics of environment realized the first official data reporting to Eurostat in compliance with the Regulation
No. 691/2011 Coll. on the environmental economic accounts. Data regarding air
emissions account, environmental taxes and
material flow accounts were transmitted to
the Eurostat according to their deadlines.
Representatives of the SO SR regularly attended negotiations of the EU Council on
a draft regulation amending the regulation
concerning the completion of three other
accounts (environmental protection expenditure accounts, accounts on environmental goods and services sector and physical
energy flows accounts). Data on placement
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of pesticides on the market in compliance
with the Regulation (EC) No. 1185/2009 of
the European Parliament and of the Council concerning statistics on pesticides were
reported to the Eurostat. Data on municipal
waste as a sustainable development indicator and data on environmental protection
expenditure were compiled and transmitted
as well. Current data from the field of environment statistics available from statistical
surveys and administrative sources were
provided in public databases and electronic
publications.
In the field of tourism statistics, besides the
main activities on the tourism satellite account a considerable change was carried out
in domestic tourism data collection within
the Labour Force Sample Survey.
In the field of price statistics, a monthly
survey of consumer prices was continued
which is conducted within the project of
methodological approximation of consumer prices for calculation of HICP and for
the European Comparison Programme. The

Eurostat´s COICOP 5 classification was implemented into the calculation of HICP, by
which from January 2015 the HICP indices
and Commission regulations concerning
the calculation of HICP with constant taxes
and the calculation of the Real Estates Price
Index, will be calculated.. A business statistics representative has been regularly attending the Price Council of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development which
were focused on monitoring the basic economic indicators of each link of the chain
(primary agricultural production, food processing industry and trade) at the basic food
products of the food supply chain.
In statistics of Business Consumer Surveys,
the project of Business and Consumer
Surveys was realized. It is part of the international project of quality Business and
Consumer Survey organized by the European Commission. The main activities of
the business consumer surveys were focused on the production of samples for individual sectors for the next two-year period
and on the retrospective calculation of time
series of indicators on barriers of production growth regarding the methodological
change in the calculation of their percentage.
The continuing activities of the consumer
barometer were aimed at data acquisition
on the mood, expectations and investment
plans of the Slovak population on the sample size of 1200 respondents, while one respondent in this survey represented 3820
people of the SR from the surveyed basic
population file aged 16 and over.

2013
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Processed information on indicators of the
business survey for the branch of industry,
construction, retail trade, services, investment
in industry and consumer barometer were
regularly monthly delivered to the European
Commission in accord with the timetable.
Data processed on national and international
level were used for calculation of composite
business indicators of confidence in industry,
construction, retail trade, services, consumer
confidence and synthetic composite indicators of economic sentiment which describe
the expected short-term development of the
economic environment in a relevant field.
Data serves as a basis also for short-term
predictions of future development of the basic economic indicators including quarterly
flash estimates of GDP.
The agricultural statistics concentrated on
the new Common Agricultural Policy for
2014-2020 which focuses on the environmental protection and rural development
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constantly reflecting also into the statistical
survey called Farm Structure Census. In 2013,
the Farm Structure Survey on Agricultural
Primary Production was prepared for the
sixth year in a row. 17 471 farms were included in the survey and the preliminary results
will be available in the second half of 2014.
The farm structure surveys are important as
they provide comprehensive information on
agricultural activity. Taking into account the
structural uniformity, the outputs are comparable between member states and countries
voluntarily participating in these surveys.
In September 2013, in compliance with the
EP and of the Council (EU) No. 1337/2011
an overview of the orchard production for
the reference year 2012 was provided to the
Eurostat.
As in previous years, activities in the field of
agricultural statistics focused on task fulfilment resulting from the EU legislation regar-
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ding crop and livestock production and also
the economic account for agriculture. Data
users were still interested in harvest estimation of agricultural crops and comprehensive agricultural data for study, scientific and
business purposes.
In 2013, a considerable part of the business
statistics working fund was participating
in preparatory and test activities related to
the implementation of the new information
system.

Cooperation with
international organizations
Even in 2013, representatives of the Business
Statistics Section were actively participating
in workshops and conferences organized by
international organizations especially by the
Eurostat even in 2013. The cooperation focused mostly on processing of comments and
completion of questionnaires on individual
statistical fields.
At the beginning of 2013, the Business Statistics Section was completing the extensive
methodological questionnaires on ESSnet
Consistency. It also completed and submitted questionnaires focusing on characteristics and definitions (Workpackage WP3-Characteristics and definitions) and on the
target population, sampling frame, reference
periods, classifications and their applications
(Workpackage WP2- target population, sampling frame, reference periods, classifications
and their applications).

2013

The Statistical Office of the SR was visited by
employees from the national Bureau for Statistics of the Republic of Moldova within a common UN project focusing on strengthening
the national statistical systems by means of
improved data collection, dissemination and
use of statistical information with special emphasis on national needs and the overall compliance of official statistics with the international standards. The aim of the working meeting
was to share with the SO SR the experiences
obtained during the implementation of the
Eurostat regulation in the field of price statistics. At the same time, the Moldavians were
also familiarized with all procedures applied
in data collection and calculation of indices of
consumer prices by the Eurostat methodology.
In April 2013, a bilateral consultation was held
with the colleagues from the Czech Statistical
Office on the problems of trade and services
statistics. The aim of the negotiation was the
exchange of experiences with the processing
and release of data regarding the transition to
the new base period and discussing the analysis results on the Internet use in retail trade
processed on the basis of the ad hoc survey
conducted by the CSO.
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and Demographic Research Centre
Demographic statistics
Adoption of the Regulation (EU) No 1260/2013
of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 20 November 2013 on European demographic statistics was an important milestone in
the field of demographic statistics. The aim of
the regulation was an establishment of a common legal framework for systematic production of demographic statistics of member states.
A new system of balance processing based on
the 2011 Population and Housing Census results was implemented.

Besides a consolidated database of monthly demographic statistics in time series from 2001
was completed.
In the field of international migration an integration of administrative data sources into these statistics was continued.
In the field of demographic statistics, 8 data
and analytical publications were issued (Population movement in the SR-first results, Balance
of Population Movement in the SR by municipalities, Source Book, State and Movement of
the Population in the SR, Age Structure of the
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Population in the SR, Population Development
in the SR, Statistics of International Migration in
the SR, International Migration and Foreigners
in the SR).

The population
and housing census
In 2013, the project of the 2011 Population
and Housing Census focused on the establishment of definitive databases of population,
apartments, census and economic households
enabling the SO SR to move from the release
of first Census 2011 results to multidimensional outputs. 30 multidimensional tables were
created in cooperation with the external supplier and published at the website of the SO SR.
The 2011 Population and Housing Census data
in multidimensional tables were processed in
various territorial structures: for the Slovak
Republic, areas, regions, districts and selected
tables also for municipalities. After the creation of source databases of the 2011 Population
and Housing Census data dissemination began
with the external supplier according to their
requirements.
In 2013, the SO SR managed to fulfill two international commitments related to the 2011
Census. 104 tables with selected depersonalized census data divided into five separate units
were sent to the United Nations. The data were
on population, their economic characteristics,
households and apartments. For the Slovak
Republic, approximately 80% of these data was
divided into the urban and rural space, the rest
for Bratislava and Košice. The SO SR submitted
to the OECD 8 tables with selected depersona-

2013

lized census data, including for example data
on permanent residents of the SR by sex, age
groups, country of birth, nationality, education, economic activity, employment and especially on permanent residents employed in
education and health sectors.
The total number of publications compiled
from census results increased to 15. In 2013, a
publication on the basic data of the 2011 Census on population, housing and permanent residents by economic activity was released. Promotion of the census results has culminated in
an international scientific conference entitled
“After the 2011 Census does Slovakia still need
another one?” organized by the SO SR on 20-21
November 2013 in Bratislava. The conference
participants appreciated the results of the 2011
Census and the extraordinary effort of the SO
SR to achieve them. Following the international scientific conference, a public discussion
was started on the future of the population and
housing censuses in the SR in compliance with
the starting preparation of censuses conducted
worldwide around 2020.
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Statistics on living
conditions of population
In household accounts statistics, besides the
field data collection mostly for the adjustment
of the amount of minimum subsistence, the
activities were focused on redesign of data
collection on expenditures and incomes of
private households for the next two years.
For 2013, the redesign focused mostly on linking the data collection of expenditures and
incomes in household accounts with the data
on income and living conditions in EU SILC,
on conceptual changes of surveys taking
into account the harmonized international
Eurostat´s classification of consumption expenditure (for the needs of household accounts statistics, statistics of consumer prices
and statistics of purchasing power parity), on
organizational changes in field data collection (single centre for field data collection),
on the method of data processing (coherent
approach to data collection in social statistics) and on the implementation of the combined data collection (PAPI and CAPI).
The Survey on incomes and living conditions of households, regularly organized by
the Statistical Office of the SR since 2005, is the
main data source giving a complex overview
of poverty, social exclusion and living conditions. Processed microdata and indicators of
the EU SILC 2011 survey were submitted to
Eurostat and depersonalized microdata were
provided, based on standard and ad-hoc queries, to external customers for scientific and
research purposes. The data were presented
in two publications: EU SILC 2012- Survey
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on Incomes and Living Conditions of Households in the SR and EU SILC 2012- Indicators
of Poverty and Social Exclusion. Lately we put
emphasis mostly on the production and analysis of the main poverty or social exclusion
indicator for the Strategy EU 2020 for the SR.
Recently, legislative changes are taking place
regarding the content of the Survey on incomes and living conditions of households at
EU level, while the representation of the SO
SR is ensured on regular basis on working
group negotiations.
Survey on Information and Communication
Technology Usage in Households for the first
quarter of 2013 provided outputs obtained
from the statistical survey on information and
communication technologies (ICT) in households and by individuals. The survey was
included among the grant projects for the year
2013in the field of information society and it
was conducted by the methodological recommendations and questionnaire designed by
Eurostat. Data are available through public
databases of the SO SR and as the publication
Survey on Information and Communication
Technology Usage in Households.

Annual Report of the Statistical Office of the SR

Social statistics and Demographic Research Centre

In the field of food consumption statistics
data on consumption on certain types of food
for the year 2012 were derived on the basis of
the balance sheet method. These data are freely
available in the database of the SO SR in a comparable time series since 1990. The publication
Food Consumption in the SR issued annually
by the SO SR evaluating the development of
food consumption in the SR compared with
the EU Member States, also contain data on
food consumption for the year 2012. Data on
food consumption, are regular part of the situation and outlook reports of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development evaluating the market development in the SR
for individual food commodities.

dicators. The integrated system of statistics on
wages and labour costs of the EU included quarterly labour cost indices measuring the development of direct and indirect labour expenses
of employers per hour worked. Annual data on
the level and structure of wages by age, education and profession were processed. Information
on gender differences in remuneration, share of
employees in wage bands, average net monthly
wage and median wage were released. Regional
wage reviews by the place of work were compiled. Information on wages was supplemented
by detailed data on other costs incurred by the
employer for work forces. Enterprise reporting
was adjusted to the changes concerning ESO a
reform of the public administration.

Statistics on wages was compiling quaterly information on average nominal and real monthly
wage for the calculation of follow-up social in-

Labour statistics provided quarterly information on employment, unemployment and
economic inactivity from the Labour For-
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ce Sample Survey (LFSS). In the 2.quarter,
LFSS was conducted on accidents at work
and other work-related health problems. Results will contribute to greater awareness of
the consequences of work-related health
problems and their effects on the labour
market. The SR became involved in a project
aimed at the preparation of the complementary survey of the LFSS which the EU plans
to carry out from 2015. As part of the project,
the formulation and optimising the structure
of variables and the complementary questionnaire were tested by means of which the
information on work organization and working time arrangement could be effectively
obtained. Enterprise statistics on labour provided information on the availability of the
number and rate of vacancies.
The most significant task of social statistics
was the completion of the Transport-sociological survey on population mobility in Bratislava region and Trnava self-governing region
BRAWISIMO under the new conditions of
field data management from the Regional
Office of Banská Bystrica.

We continued to implement the Eurostat
grant project Implementation of ISCED 2011
- International Standard Classification of
education used for statistical purposes.
The SO SR provided statistical information to
the Eurostat on non-financial data on health
care within the common data collection
OECD, WHO and Eurostat and also data on
accidents at work, based on the methodology of the European Statistics of Accidents
at Work (ESAW) and data on occupational
diseases based on the methodology of the
European Occupational Diseases Statistics
(EODS) for 2009 and data on crime and criminal justice (UNODC) for 2012.
The provision of quantitative and qualitative data on social protection for 2010 and
2011 were realized in compliance with the
legislation and methodology of ESSPROS
and the provision of qualitative and quantitative data on active and passive labour
market policy for 2011 were realized in
compliance with the methodology of the
Labour Market Policy database.
Data on statistics on social protection, education, culture, crime and criminal justice,
disability to work for disease or accident,
non-profit associations, compulsory social insurance and statistical data on health
were provided systematically to the relevant
state institutions, international organizations and to the public database. The SO SR
provided statistical information on financial and non-financial data on health, occupational diseases, accidents at work and
crime for 2011.
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Demographic research
centre
In 2013, the Demographic Research Centre
(DRC) dealt with six planned tasks allotted by
the SOSR.
As a result of that activity, there were three publications issued directly in INFOSTAT. Two
of them are analytical (Born Abroad and Residence of Inhabitants in the SR as an Institution
of the State Administration) and one of them
is prognostic (Households Projection in the
SR by 2020). Within the scheduled tasks, the
DRC elaborated for the SOSR balance of the
population by education and country of birth,
the revision of population structure by age and
sex in inter-census period, materials for the
publication Population Movement in the SR in
2011 (Slovak and English version) and materials for the issue of life tables. Information on
the DRC activities is available on the website
www.infostat.sk/vdc.

tutions. Employees of DRC were engaged in
solving several projects; they prepared presentations at expert conferences and contributions to specialised journals.
The SEEMING project was regarded as the
core project for the year 2013. It is an important international project dealing with the
issue of using demographic and migration
statistical data for the policy making at national, regional and local levels in the Central
and Southeast Europe. RDC has mainly addressed to the tasks concerning population
prognosis.
DRC´s staff is involved in the pedagogical
process at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of
the Comenius University, Faculty of Philosophy, Faculty of Education, Faculty of Social and Economic Sciences of the Comenius
University and the Slovak Medical University
where they give lectures on demography.

The check of the DRC´s tasks fulfilment was
carried out once a quarter. All the scheduled
tasks of the DRC were met by given deadlines,
the extent and quality required.
Besides the scheduled tasks, the employees of
DRC, as far as it was possible, were involved
in unscheduled (current) tasks tackled for the
needs of particular departments in the form of
working documents, supporting documents,
opinions and evaluations.
DRC continued to develop the cooperation
with national and foreign demographic insti-

2013
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Election statistics
In 2013, the SOSR ensured tasks relating to the
new election to bodies of municipal self-governments (by-election to bodies of municipal (local)
council and city council) and to bodies of regional self-governments.
On 9th March 2013, the new elections to bodies
of municipal self-governments were held in 25
municipalities. There were established 16 expert
(summarizing) units for district election commissions and expert (summarizing) unit for the Central Election Commission. 14 municipal mayors
and 6 members of municipal councils were elected there. For 5 municipalities, the President of the

National Council of the SR declared new elections
in the legal deadline, i.e. 14-days after releasing the
election results by the Central Election Commission.
The President of the National Council of the SR
declared new elections to the bodies of municipal self-governments for 24 municipalities for
29th June 2013. The Statistical Office of the SR
carried out processing of the outcomes for 18 municipalities. The municipalities delivered reports
with results to 12 district election commissions.
6 members of municipal councils, 11 municipal
mayors and 1 city mayor were elected. For 6 municipalities, the President of the National Council

Elections to the bodies of self-governing regions in 2013
The share of valid votes cast for candidates for presidents by self-governing regions
(1st round of election) - 9th November 2013
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The share of valid votes cast for candidates for presidents by self-governing regions
(2nd round of election) - 23rd November 2013

of the SR declared new elections in the statutory
deadline, i.e. 14-days after releasing the election
results by the Central Election Commission.
On 9th November 2013, the elections to bodies
of self-governing regions were held. The Statistical Office of the SR cooperated closely with the
Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic on
the tasks concerning the preparation of voting
results processing as well as the processing of
voting results. In accordance with organizational
and technical support of the elections, it issued a
methodology and developed a project of automated processing results of elections. An electronic
register of candidates was prepared from the lists
of registered candidates, and it was made available
on the website of the Statistical Office of the SR. In
the elections, the Municipal Councils for all 8 self-governing regions were elected. Presidents for
three self-governing regions were elected there.

2013

On 11th November 2013, the President of the
National Council of the SR declared the second
round of the election for presidents of self-governing regions in 5 self-governing regions for
Saturday, 23rd November 2013. In the run-off,
there were elected 5 presidents of self-governing
regions.
During processing the results of the elections,
the interim results were presented on the Office’s
website. After signing the minutes of the Central Election Commission, the SOSR published
the final election results in printed form and at
the same time, even to the district level, on its
website.
Employees of the Regional Offices of the SOSR
participated intensively in fulfilling all the tasks
in the field of the election statistics.
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Cooperation with the Institute
of Informatics and Statistics
The Institute of Informatics and Statistics (INFOSTAT) as a research and development workplace of the state statistics cooperates as usual with
the SO SR on tackling R&D tasks in the field of the
state statistics.s The cooperation between the SOSR
and INFOSTAT is based on a contract concluded
between the two organisations for the relevant
year. In the contract, there is taken into account the
priority statistical activities of the Office and current needs resulting from customer requirements.
In 2013, INFOSTAT was solving 31 research and
development tasks composed of 66 partial outputs, focusing mostly on:
innovation and development – of consolidated data base and subsystems REGIS and
ZBER of the software for comprehensive
processing and preparation of some individual tasks aimed at the transition to the
new information system; “gross-up” for particular statistical surveys within Automated
Statistical Information System; software in
BLAISE for 2013 and 2014 due to the new
information system needs;
methodological solutions – of Tourism Satellite Account; issues of analysis and modelling of time series; use of statistical data from
short-term surveys; issues of sectoral statistics; developing methodology for microsimulation model, SW production and its testing;

updating and development – of Application Software and database of the Urban
and Municipal Statistics (MOŠ) and the
Urban Information System (MIS); software
for business tendency surveys and balance
energy and transport; integration of price
statistics into information system;
calculations and constructions – of microsimulation model for determination of incomes and outgoings of households; the
proposal for solutions of crucial methodological differences between ESA 95 and ESA
2010; quantification and recording of land
in the national accounts;
analyses, studies and prognoses – of balance sheet differences and their solutions
in tables of supply and use; short-term development of macroeconomic indicators of
the SR; GDP and the employment estimates; consumer behaviour analysis in the SR;
analytical outputs – of the 2011 Population
and Housing Census, life tables, population
balances, population movement and types
of residence, prognosis of population development and educational structure of the
population of the SR, processing of migration statistics as required by Bureau of Border and Alien Police and Ministry of Interior of the SR.

The activities of INFOSTAT in 2013 are completely documented in a special report available on the
Office’s website www.statistics.sk in the part About us / Key documents / Annual reports.

38

Annual Report of the Statistical Office of the SR

We serve customers

We serve customers
In terms of customer service provision, the
SOSR continued to meet the tasks resulting
from the strategic objectives of the Office. Activities carried out in accordance with approved
Marketing Plan of the SOSR were aimed at satisfying needs and expectations of users of statistical information as well as enhancing the
knowledge level.

struction and Regional Development of the SR,
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the
SR. 199 datasets were provided for the Slovak
institutions together in different periodicity.
Obtained statistical information was used by
individual departments in the social-economic
development analyses of the society, management and decision making processes.

Based on the planned activities, the Statistical Office focused its attention on the required
portfolio of products for domestic and non-domestic customers. The provision of products for
international and intergovernmental organizations was oriented primarily to Eurostat (81%),
International Energy Agency (IEA), Economic
Commission for Europe (ECE), United Nations
Organisation (UNO), Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and
Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN). In 2013, the SO SR provided the international organizations with 299 products in the
form of various questionnaires, data sets and
pre-defined tables from all statistical domains.

Besides the provision of statistical data within
above mentioned portfolio of products, the
SO SR performed marketing activities aimed
at understanding and improving the customers’
knowledge in the field of statistics and identifying of the expectations of the relevant customers. Individual specialized departments at
headquarters and Regional Offices of SOSR organized working meetings, discussions, lectures
and personal debates with the relevant customers. Over the year 2013, 54 events were held

In respect of domestic customers, it concerned
particularly legislative and executive authorities
of the state administration, such as the National
Bank of Slovakia (45%), the Ministry of Finance
of the SR, the Ministry of Economy of the SR,
the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR and Ministry of Transport, Con-

2013
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in total with the participation of 2 300 existing
and potential users of statistics. Especially representatives of the central bodies of the state
administration, local self-governments, financial institutions, students and teachers of secondary schools and universities took part in those
events. Customers were provided with statistical information, its applicability and forms of
dissemination of official statistics. Some activities were focused on presentation of Statistical
Office´s website, databases and explanation of
methodology as well as presenting the concept
of a new Internet portal of the SOSR.
One of the most significant activities of the year
was Open Door Day organized by the headquarters and also by the Regional Offices of the
SO SR. The interested persons could obtain information from different fields of statistics, they
could learn about various forms of statistical in-

formation dissemination, and get information
from the Business Register, try out work with
new on-line databases. There also were accompanying activities such as Statistical Mornings
and Statistical Afternoons organized by the
Regional Offices of the SOSR for various target
groups. By means of the Open Door Day, the
Statistical Office of the SR promoted the global
campaign designated as International Year of
Statistics. The SOSR joint the abovementioned
initiative together with other 2 316 organizations from 128 countries. The main objective was
to promote the importance of statistics towards
scientific community, entrepreneurs, policy makers, media, employers, students and public at
large. In the course of the year, the SOSR actively contributed to that initiative by organizing
many other activities such as conferences concerning Population and Housing Census 2011
with the title – After the 2011 Census, does Slovakia still Need Another One? or by the promotion of statistics among pupils of basic schools
and students of secondary schools who visited
the SO SR under the International Statistical Literacy Project. At meetings, where the cooperation with secondary schools and universities was
developed, it informed students on the mission
of the Office and presented interesting statistics.
The SO SR provided statistics from various thematic areas via Information Service. In 2013,
6 009 requests in total (excluding telephone request) were met by the Information Service of
the SOSR at the headquarters and at the Regional Offices, of which 2 812 were satisfied by the
Regional Offices of the SOSR. During the year,
the Information Service of the headquarters registered 3 197 requirements in total, of which
2 763 were for domestic and 434 for external
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Interest in statistics by customer groups
Students, teachers
Enterprises, associations, organizations,
trade unions
General public and the others
International and external organizations
State administration and
self-governing bodies
Public sector organizations
Science and research
Financial institutions
Media
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customers. The most requests were asked by
students and teachers (29 %) and by other customers such as enterprises, associations, trade
unions (24 %) and public at large (18 %). Similarly to the previous years, users were interested
the most in demography and social statistics.
The frequency of requirements for statistics was
affected by the seasonality; the most requirements were recorded in March, at least in June.
During the year, besides the requests for statistics, there also were 20 269 requirements concerning Business Register, of which 5 381 were
related to the identification number of the organization assignment.
Under the Eurostat´s project entitled European
Statistical Data Support (ESDS), the SOSR
handled the requirements of users trying to get
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some information concerning European statistics. Those activities were carried out on the
basis of gentleman´s agreement with Eurostat.
The European Statistical Data Support Centre
attached to the Statistical Office assisted in navigation of users on the website of Eurostat, in seeking the European statistical data in Eurostat´s
databases and also in answering methodological
questions. The Centre updated information having been released on the website of the Office
in the block European statistics.
Public databases available on the Office´s website were intensively used by both scientific community and lay public. During the year, database
SLOVSTAT was visited by 7822 registered users
who realised 113 714 data extractions. The most
interesting statistical spheres for the users were
indicators from demography and social statis-
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tics (41 % extractions), macroeconomic statistics (27 %) and business statistics (16 %).The
most extractions were carried out by students
(more than a half) and users from the science
and research of state and local administrations
(almost a quarter).
Throughout the year, the regional database
RegDat was visited by 32 039 users who exercised 74 812 visits and 286 378 data extractions.
Users were interested most in regional statistics
from the area of demography (28 % extractions), labour market (24 %), business statistics
(12 %) and social statistics (10 %).
In accordance with the Catalogue of Publications 2013, the SOSR issued together 75 publications in monthly, quarterly and annual periodicity. Publications were available in format pdf
on the Office´s website. The following comprehensive and sectoral publications belonged to
the publishing priorities: Statistical Yearbook of
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the SR 2013, Regional Statistical Yearbook of Slovakia 2012, yearbooks of industry, construction,
transport, posts and telecommunications, yearbook of science and technology and quarterly
Statistical Report on Basic Development Tendencies in Economy in the SR. The Office issued presentation publications such as Slovak Republic in
Figures 2013, Regions in Pocket 2012 and Slovakia in EU 2013. Population Development in the
SR in 2012, Social Development Trends in the SR
in 2013, ESSPROS – Expenditure and Receipts
on Social Protection and Number of Pension Beneficiaries in 2011, Report on the Economic Development in the Regions of the SR for the First
Six Months in 2013 belonged to publications
with added value. Other interesting publications were Statistical Yearbook of the Capital of
the SR Bratislava, Gender Equality 2013 and publication How Many of Us Are There, Where and
How We Live 2013 (Housing and Dwellings)
with information from the last Population and
Housing Census.
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The average satisfaction rate with the level of services of the SOSR
(illustrated in points)
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In 2013, the Office conducted the third survey
focused on customer satisfaction with products and services of the Office. The customer
satisfaction survey is carried out in two-year
periodicity via on-line questionnaire. In 2013,
1 694 questionnaires were included in statistical processing. The most numerous groups of
respondents were made up of students (32 %),
representatives of state administration and
self-governments (almost 20 %). Almost half
of respondents used statistical information
for school and study works. The total average
rate of satisfaction with products and services
of the Office reached 72,6 points. The most satisfied were the respondents from the groups:
associations, unions and non-profit organizations. Respondents evaluated 36 items out
of five areas, in which they have an opportunity to express satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with particular products, quality level of services, databases, availability and timeliness of

2013

Helpfulness and
willingness of the staff

The average satisfaction rate with the whole query

sought information, clarity of methodological
notes, quality level of website and products
within statistical domains. The best evaluation
(similarly to the survey 2011) was achieved in
services provided. The highest average level of
satisfaction was achieved for helpfulness and
willingness of employees, immediate provision of information on request, professional
competence and the promptness at which the
requests were fulfilled. Lower level of respondents´ satisfaction in evaluation (of some areas)
pointed out some reserves of the SOSR in providing products and services. It relates mostly to user´s convenience, international data
comparability, comparability over time and
content, availability of sought information or
products. Comments and proposals presented
by respondents were reflected in some suggestions which might be taken into account by the
Office in producing and disseminating products and services.
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We publish periodical
Slovak Statistics and Demography
The scientific reviewed periodical Slovak Statistics and Demography presents the only scientific
periodical issued in Slovakia, which is aimed
at providing fully updated information on new
modern statistical and demographic methods
and procedures. It promotes the merits and
importance of Slovak statistics in the European
Statistical System, cooperation between Eurostat
and National Statistical Institutes oriented on
harmonization of surveys and multidimensionality of statistics. The journal promotes the development of statistical theory and its connection with the practice. One of its main missions
is to promote quality and efficiency of statistical
outputs and their applicability in various spheres
of life.

In the second half of 2013, on the website we
sought to inform the public about the journal
more extensively with the aim to provide readers with the information about the opportunity to obtain individual editions of the journal in
electronic form on the website of the SOSR with
three-month time-shift from the date of the publication. The abovementioned changes are to help
Slovak Statistics and Demography to be more
open for scientific community, to ensure its better availability and increase citation of published
scientific articles.

The journal is published quarterly in printed
form. This interval was also adhered in 2013.
No modifications were made in it; neither in
composition nor the content. Analytical articles,
prognosis, reviews, interviews, information and
news from various fields of statistics (national
accounts, business statistics, social statistics, statistics of the environment, etc.) and demography
(demographic statistics, theoretical and methodological baselines of demography, historical demography etc.) including Population and Housing Census as an inherent part of demographic
statistics continued to be in demand. Contributions were accepted in Slovak, Czech and English
languages. Article titles, abstracts and summaries were published in Slovak and English.
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The main partners of the Statistical Office in
terms of international cooperation are Eurostat
and the European Statistical System that have
been exercising an extensive process of modernization and integration of production methods for several years. The Office participated
in one of three major infrastructure projects of
the EU, namely in the pilot project Simstat with
the aim to test a new system for data collection concerning trade in goods within the EU,
to build infrastructure enabling the exchange of microdata about the exchange of goods
between Member States and to replace the
current Intrastat system.
In the field of EU´s statistical legislation, considerable attention was paid to revision of the
Regulation No 223/2009 on European statistics in order to ensure the credibility of the
European statistics, strengthen professional
independence of National Statistical Institutes,

2013

their coordinating role at national level and to
allow to use existing administrative sources for
statistical purposes in more intensive manner.
Alongside of those listed activities, the experts
of the Office participated actively in legislation
procedures of three crucial Regulations regarding statistics approved in 2013:
the Regulation on the European demographic statistics, which establishes a
common framework for the systematic
EU´s demographic statistics production
through the collection, compilation, processing and transmission of harmonized
European statistics about population and
its natural movement,
the Regulation on the European Statistical
Programme for 2013 - 2017, which represents a basic framework for further development, production and dissemination of
European Statistics

45

International activities

Participation in business trips abroad by purposes
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and the Regulation on the European system of national and regional accounts in
the European Union (ESA 2010).
In line with the nationwide preparations for
the Presidency of the SR in the Council of the
EU, the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic reorganised the internal organizational
structures, established the Presidency team
and ensured language education of the staff.
Office´s staff actively participated in statistical activities organized abroad. Business trips
abroad were primarily destined to Luxembourg at meetings of working groups and
other types of events organized by Eurostat
within the European Statistical System (ESS)
and to Brussels at the EU Council meetings of

46

working group Statistics. In 2013, representatives of the Office took part in 225 events held
abroad with 312 participants. 192 of them
took part in the events organized by the European Commission (Eurostat), which include meetings of working groups, committees,
task forces, workshops, seminars, trainings
organized within the European Statistical
Training Programme (ESTP) and activities
under the grant projects and projects ESSnet
. Meetings of the Council Working Group
were attended by 23 persons.
Really extensive bilateral and regional cooperation was recorded within the international
cooperation under which 60 persons travelled to neighbouring countries. The Office´s
representatives operated abroad as experts
and lecturers in providing development as-
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sistance to the third countries and participated actively in conferences and events organized by the other international and foreign
organizations (OECD, UN, ECB, IMF, etc.).
In 2013, 33 grant projects were implemented
by the Office in total. They were co-funded
from the EU resources and aimed at the development and introduction of new statistical methods and tools in accordance with the
European legislation. 9 of them were completed successfully, the implementation of the
others will continue in the following period.
Within the technical assistance, the Office
provided expert assistance to third countries.
The major project, focused on the development of the statistical system in Kazakhstan
funded by the World Bank and coming under
the international consortium, whose member
is also the SO SR, continued. In collaboration
with UNDP, a project of technical assistance
to the National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of Moldova was carried out and also
the Office´s staff operated as short-term experts in Macedonia and Ukraine.

2013

On 18th January, 2013, the SOSR was visited by the Deputy of the Director-General
of Eurostat Mrs M.Bohatá who via lectures
informed the wider Office´s management on
current developments, priorities and challenges within the ESS. She obtained information
about the ways of the ESS´s vision implementation and the integration processes in
the conditions of the Office, about the ISIS
Project and activities aimed at implementing
the Code of Practice in Slovakia.
Working visit of the delegation of the CZSO
headed by its President Mrs I. Ritschelová
was held on 18th and 19th April 2013. Joint
meetings were aimed at exchange of information concerning current issues of both
National Statistical Offices, integrated statistical information system and historical time
series of the national accounts.
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Human resources
In 2013, 911,4 employees (the average registered recalculated number) were employed in
the SOSR, of whom 335,1 at the headquarters
of the SOSR and 676,3 employees at the Regional Offices of the SOSR. In 2013, resulting
from government budget and its chapter concerning the SOSR, the number of posts was
curtailed to 935 employees of whom 915 were
earmarked for routine working activities and
20 posts were reserved for the employees carrying out specific tasks linked to Population
and Housing Census.
Education and age structure of the Office´s
staff as of the 31st December 2013 is illustrated in the following graphs:

Education structure
Basic; 0,2%

77,7 % women and 22,3 % men worked for the
Statistical Office. Out of 131 senior employees,
there were 69 % women and 31 % men.
Unfavourable situation in the financial resources of the SOSR resulting from the proposal of
the general government budget for the years
2014 - 2016 under which the number of employees and the volume of wage costs are to be
reduced compared to 2013, resulted in rationalisation and austerity measures which were
already exercised in 2013. In order to comply
with the limits of the budget and achieving
greater effectiveness of the activities carried out,
there were made several organizational changes concerning Office´s staff. In the course of

Age structure
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2013, there were centralized activities concerning dissemination, registers, data collection
and data processing of field surveys; activities
of foreign trade statistics were optimized and
support activities were rationalized. The most
significant negative impact of the lack of wage
funds also resulted in reduction of job posts by
90 employees.
Within education of employees, the Office
carried out educational activities in accordance with the approved the Education Plan
of Employees of the SOSR for 2013, focused
primarily on:
professional training,
training in ICT and
linguistic preparation.
Professional education in the form of seminars, workshops, instructional and educational
meetings were aimed at preparation, methods
of collecting and processing of current statistical
surveys and ensuring processing of the results
of voting in elections to the bodies of self-governing regions. On 20th and 21st November 2013,
the International Scientific Conference titled

2013

After the 2011 Census, does Slovakia still Need
Another One? was held under the auspices of
the Vice-President of the National Council of
the SR Renáta Zmajkovičova. Several seminars
to the issues of the new European System of
National and Regional Accounts - ESA 2010
were also held for scientific community.
105 employees participated in 66 professional
seminars, workshops and conferences at the
international level. Expert statistical courses
within the European Statistical Training Programme, which were aimed at deepening the necessary knowledge and improving skills in the
field of European statistics, constituted a part
of those educational activities. International
events enabled to exchange professional experience and current information about the European Statistical System.
In 2013, the educational activities in the field of
information and communication technologies
were focused on the project Electronic Services of the SOSR which was carried out from the
appropriations earmarked from Operational
Programme Information Society (OPIS).
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The employees of the Office also participated in other education activities in accordance with their professional specification
in the fields such as economy, operations,
financial control and internal audit, public
procurement, payroll, accounting, human
resource management and so on.
Last year semi-intensive and intensive courses of English, French, German and Russian
language were attended by 279 participants
from among the Office´s staff.
822 educational and training activities (representing 6 730 hours) with the total number
of 5 466 participants were held in 2013.
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The education of the Office´s staff accounted
for EUR 41 000 last year. It was funded from
the state budget appropriations.
The library of the SO SR provided its services to 2 389 readers (of whom 1 862 were
external visitors and 527 staff of the Office).
During last year, there were registered 4 476
loans in the library. In 2013, the library was
enriched by 596 volumes (of which 443 were
publications issued by the Statistical Office).
43 titles of daily press and magazines were
registered continuously. In financial terms,
the Office spent EUR 8 600 on purchase of
literature, subscriptions to newspapers and
magazines.
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Information systems and information
and communication technologies
In terms of information systems, the year
2013 was regarded as a breakthrough one.
In April 2013, a new statistical information
system, which was implemented following
the signing of a contract on allocation of nonrepayable financial contribution to the project
Electronic Services of the SO SR, was put into
operation after almost twenty-year use of the
old statistical electronic system.
The aim of the project is to bring into practice
the high quality electronic services oriented
on citizens and entrepreneurs of the SR by
means of improving their quality, informational value, availability and clarity of statistical data.
The project is oriented on reporting units
through input electronic services in the form
of building a robust collection application for
electronic collection of statistical statements
and retrieving data from administrative
sources to reduce administrative burden and
progressive implementation of the principle
“one time, last time”. The aim is to enhance the
quality of the output electronic services and
data provided by means of unification and
clarification of system tools, as well as to provide a more comprehensive and clearer form
of presentation of statistics by deploying Business Intelligence Tools with support of map,

2013

table and graph presentation. Unification of
data sources will make it possible for users to
use a greater amount of statistical data with
the possibility of mutual linking at the level
of joint dimensions. The notification services
about updates of statistical objects such as
code lists or classifications are an integral part
of those electronic services.
Both information systems were used in parallel in the course of 2013. The old information system was used for data collection and
data processing from statistical surveys which
were defined and prepared still in that system.
However, a preparatory phase of statistical
surveys started in the new information system for the following year so that the processes of collection, processing and dissemination
could be carried out in the new statistical information system in 2014.
As a part of the transition from the old system
to the new one, some support processes were
implemented; e.g. the migration of statistical
metadata was successfully carried out and
also the migration of statistical data has been
ongoing progressively.
A part of the project was also production of
new election information system allowing electronic delivery of election Minutes.
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If there is no access to internet in a relevant
precinct election commission, it is possible to
complete the Minutes in the offline electronic
form and subsequently deliver it to the relevant district election commission. Election
information system was first successfully used
in the processing results of the election to selfgoverning regions held in November 2013.
The Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic is
a member of European statistics, therefore a
part of services is oriented on meeting the requirements resulting from international commitments. For the purpose of communication
with international institutions, the Statistical
Office established international standard
SDMX with the possibility of data mapping
and data providing in this format.
In 2013, the Statistical Office prepared and
submitted to the Ministry of Finance an application for non-repayable contribution to
the project Register and Identifier of Legal
Entities and Entrepreneurs (RILEE) representing in the National Concept of eGovernment of the SR one of the four basic registers
together with the Register of Natural Persons,
Register of Addresses and Register of Spatial
Information. Reference registers will form a
complete and credible source of data and their
electronic records will be recognised legislatively at the level of official documents.
In the field of information and communication technologies, after successful completion of the project Consolidation of client
stations on the platforms Microsoft Windows
7 and Office 2010, the SOSR was making progress in further extension of infrastructure
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consolidation, namely in consolidating of client stations of the staff performing statistical
data collection. The aim of the project was
to unify the client’s environment of the employees from the view of HW and SW with an
emphasis on the extension of the method of
data collection via Computer – Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI), maximum utilization of products of the license type Desktop
Enterprise included in Microsoft Enterprise
Agreement (EA) and client infrastructure
simplicity. The acquisition and implementation of hybrid technology - mobile tablet with
Dockings and connections with peripheral
equipment (monitor, keyboard, mouse, ...)
and LAN – were the appropriate solution.
Prerequisites for use of the equipment in terrains as well as at standard client workplaces
were formed by that.
In 2013, new information system IVIS was
used for processing results of election to the
bodies of self-governing regions. The Information and Communication Technology
Department proposed and implemented client station on the platform of the open source
technologies in order to support processing
and minimizing time needed for preparation
of client stations for processing the results of
elections in expert summarizing departments.
That decision shortened the time needed for
preparing client stations min. by 80 %, the security of the solution was enhanced and the
user´s comfort was comparable to the original Windows platform. In order to realize
the elections, there were also procured new
work stations that will replace in future (after
the election in 2014) those original outdated
work stations of the staff of the SOSR.
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By the Act No. 438/2012 Coll. on the state
budget, expenditures in the amount of EUR
18 950 291 were approved for the chapter the
Statistical Office of the SR. In the course of 2013,
the budget of the Office was adjusted by 17
budgetary measures of the Ministry of Finance
of the SR to EUR 26 518 238,13. The budget adjustments covered the increase of the capital expenditure limit by appropriations from previous
periods in the amount of EUR 405 019 and exceeding the spending limit by the EU’s funds as
well as by appropriations from the state budget
earmarked for co-financing of joint programmes
of the SR and the EU in the total amount of EUR
5 899 065,13 earmarked for the project implementation of the Electronic Services of the Statistical Office of the SR that was solved by the SOSR
as a project participant of the Interdepartmental
Operational Programme Information of Society.

Other adjustments related to increase the spending limit by funds for the completion of the
Tourism Satellite Account (EUR 132 810) and by
appropriations for the implementation the project BRAWISIMO aimed at the mobility of the
population research (EUR 67 633), the increase
the spending limit of current expenditure due to
lack of appropriations for the routine operation
of the Office (EUR 1 070 000) and the transfer
from the capital expenditure to the current one.
The limit of revenues in the amount of EUR
150 000 was approved for the Statistical Office
of the SR for the year 2013. The revenues de
facto reached EUR 666 057, of which non-tax
revenues constituted EUR 181 751 and extra
budgetary revenues from foreign grants accounted for EUR 484 306 provided by the
European Commission with the aim to imple-

Budget of expenditure of the SOSR in the years 2008 - 2013 in thous. €
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ment new statistical surveys. Binding indicator
- non tax revenue was exceeded by EUR 31 751
compared with the budget.
Adjusted budget of expenditure amounted to
EUR 26 518 238,13 and was drawn on in the
amount of EUR 26 515 092, i.e. to 100 %. Specific
categories of expenditure were incorporated in
the total expenditure. Specific expenditure in the
amount of EUR 957 938 was spent on Population and Housing Census 2011, EUR 1 344 694
on election to the higher territorial units, EUR
1 089 946 were spent on covering financial
claims for ensuring the sustainability of the results of the projects OPIS and funds from the
EU and money from the state budget earmarked
for co-financing joint programmes of the SR and
the EU in the amount of EUR 5 899 065,13 for
the project implementation Electronic Services
of the Statistical Office of the SR that the Office
tackles as a participant of the Interdepartmental
Programme OP Informatization of Society. Other
expenditure in the amount of EUR 17 223 449
was spent on routine statistical activities consisting of the expenditure on wages and insurance
in the amount of EUR 11 749 305 (68,2 %) of
which wages constituted EUR 8 310 836 and
insurance presented EUR 3 438 469, goods and
services accounted for EUR 3 803 123 (22,1 %),
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current transfers EUR 1 372 744 (8 %) and capital expenditure EUR 298 277 (1,7 %).
Expenditure on goods and services in the
amount of EUR 3 803 123 were extensively
spent on statistical surveys and statistical data
processing, support services ICT, purchase of
computer equipment, travel expenditure, education of employees, expenditures concerning
the collection of statistical data, contribution
to social fund and catering of the employees.
A relevant part was constituted by expenditure
on energies and communications, security patrols or supervision of buildings, maintenance
of technical equipment and buildings and
operation of motor vehicles.
Current transfers were drawn in the amount of
EUR 1 372 744, of which EUR 1 026 810 were
spent on contributory organisation INFOSTAT. Other transfers were used on severance
grant, severance payments and sickness benefits. INFOSTAT also addressed tasks for the
SOSR specified in contracts.
Capital expenditure in the amount of EUR
298 277 was spent on reconstruction of buildings of the SOSR, purchase of software and
passenger cars.
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Special types of expenditure
Population and Housing Census 2011
Activities follow-up Population and Housing
Census 2011 accounted for EUR 957 938, of
which EUR 435 968 were spent on goods and
services and EUR 265 146 on capital expenditure. Considerable amount of money earmarked for goods and services was spent on
dissemination of census results, preparation of
documents for EU, publication activities, material and technical equipment and overhead
expenses. Capital expenditure was spent on
purchase of computer equipment.

Elections
EUR 1 344 694 were spent on the election to
the higher territorial units. Expenditure was
spent mostly on overtime payments, remunerations and related contributions to insurance
companies of employees involved in processing of election results. Expenditure on goods

2013

and services were spent on material provision
of expert summarizing units, telecommunication services, technical support services and on
agreements for performance of work.

Electronic services
of the Statistical Office of the SR
EU´s funds and the funds from the state budget
earmarked for co-financing of joint programmes
of the SR and the EU in the total amount of
EUR 5 899 065,13 comprising funds of the EU
in the amount of EUR 4 442 585,83 and funds
from the state budget determined on co-financing in the amount of EUR 1 456 479,30 were
spent on the project Electronic services of the
SOSR that the Office tackles as a participant of
the Interdepartmental Programme OP Informatization of Society. Those resources, in accordance with their specific designation, were spent
on purchase of software and licences, on payments for consulting services, project promotion, trainings and reimbursements of wage and
insurance costs.
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Priorities 2014
In the next period, the development of the integrated quality management system will be
focused on the continuation of the consistent
implementation of the requirements of the European Statistics Code of Practice to QMS of
the SOSR with emphasis on the recommendations of the pilot peer review.
An important priority in the development of
this system will be the implementation of the
Development Strategy of the SOSR until the
year 2017 which will be carried out through
the implementation of relevant action programmes aimed at generating of products
and services representing value for customers,
streamlining of internal processes, as well as at
the development of the necessary knowledge
and systems.
In the context of raising awareness towards the
use of the institution sources and their optimal
allocation, the attention will be focused on further development of cost management in the
SOSR, which will be supported by the provision of outputs from the system to monitor
time worked and by intensive works aimed at
starting building the management information
system of the Statistical Office.

In the context of increasing effectiveness of business statistics production and reduction of response burden, the priority will be given to the
development of the methodology that will create
prerequisites for rationalization of short-term
business statistics.
To ensure the objectives of social statistics, the attention will be focused on methodological support of its modernization.
More activities concerning the protection of statistical confidentiality are being planned with the
aim to prepare anonymised microdata files from
the Population and Housing Census 2011 for scientific purposes and for general public. Actually,
the public will have the opportunity to work with
a sample of real microdata file for the first time.
To the end of linking data files from various
sources through the text strings, the Statistical

In the methodology, the Statistical Office of
the Slovak Republic will focus on the integration of methodological audits into routine statistical practice.
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Surveys and Methodology Department will be
developing application in the software R.
In the recent period, considerable attention has
been paid to the issue of „Big Data“. One of the
tasks of the methodology will also be to examine
the potential of these data for statistical purposes.
The implementation of the modifications in
classification of products by Activity CPA 2008
into statistical information system will be the
priority in the field of classification in 2014.
In the field of statistical registers, emphasis will
be put on the active preparation in relation to
organizational and factual matters concerning
the specification of the statistical unit of the
type (multinational) enterprise according to the
new proposed definition which has been prepared under the European Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics FRIBS. An
integral part of this preparation will also be to
gain access to new administrative data kept in
the system of the register of the financial statements which can be effectively used for further
improvement the scope and content of the data
recorded in the register of enterprise groups.
This would make it possible to cancel the statistical survey on enterprise groups conducted in
two-year intervals, and thereby further reduce
the administrative burden of legal entities and
natural persons - entrepreneurs.
In the field of registers, activities concerning the
project entitled Register and Identifier of Legal
Entities and Individual Entrepreneurs (RILEE),
which is one of the basic registers of public administration information system, are regarded
as the key activities in 2014. It is a uniform and
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data-consistent data source regarding all the legal persons and entrepreneurs who come into
contact with public administration. New experience and knowledge will be used during the
preparation and implementation of the project
which will be tackled under the leadership of
the Statistical Office not only in production and
development of Business Register in which legal persons and entrepreneurs will be registered
as an integral part but also in establishing (referencing) selected data values RILEE (NACE,
ESA). The completion of the RILEE project is
envisaged in the end of the year 2015.
Following the European Statistical System in
which the mechanism of setting priorities managed by a strategy was implemented in order to
balance European statistics growing needs which
should promote new and existing policies in the
conditions of limited sources available for the
production of statistics, the National Statistical
System has established and in future will apply
a mechanism of setting negative priorities based
on the annual reviewing of existing statistical requirements. Under the aforementioned phenomenon, there has arisen the process, within which
it will be necessary to review in detail whether the
need for all data sources necessary for production of statistics persists in its entirety or whether
some of them might be discontinued or curtailed.
In the longer term, increasing efficiency and
lower cost of the development of data base
will be to achieve by integrating data from different data sources into the development of the
data base of the Statistical Office of the Slovak
Republic (from statistical surveys internal and
external, data from administrative sources, retail chains and accounting systems).
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In 2014, the SOSR will continue to consolidate and harmonize the various categories of
metadata as a logical part of an implemented
national project Electronic Services of the SOSR.
Dissemination of current metadata supporting
statistics presentation on the Internet in a clear,
comprehensive and harmonized form will be
promoted by using of new technologies and
electronic services.
In 2014, in addition to standard routine work
in the area of the national accounts, our priority will be the progressive analysis of changes
resulting from the new methodology ESA 2010
and their implementation into the entire system including the revision of time series of annual, quarterly and regional accounts in dates
required by the new Transmission Program. At
the same time we will seek to eliminate two objections raised by the European Commission in
January 2012 based on the results of two missions of the Eurostat devoted to the issue Sources and methods of compilation of gross national
income. In mid-2014 the work on two grant
projects aimed at improvement of national accounts will be completed.

In the field of foreign trade statistics, alongside
the standard routine tasks we will be preparing
for a test of mutual microdata exchange within
the Simstat project.
In both areas of macroeconomic statistics we
will continue in the smooth transition to a new
IT environment.
An important task for the forthcoming years in
the area of business statistics will be the active
participation in the preparation of a new Framework Regulation Integrating Business Statistics
(FRIBS) with the emphasis on the requirements
defined in packets of individual statistical areas.
In the field of energy statistics we concentrate
on the implementation of requirements resulting from the amendments proposed to the Regulation on environmental economic accounts
with a particular focus on the module of physical flows of energy and to the Regulation on energy statistics in relation to the extension of indicators of energy consumption in households.
The priority task for statistics of the environment will be to be prepared for the implementation of three new environmental accounts.
Grant project, whose main objective is to develop and draw up a pilot account of expenditure
on protection of the environment in the Slovak
Republic will also be a challenge.
Activities in the field of statistics regarding science, technology and innovation will be focused on processing mandatory prescribed outputs from surveys on innovations, their transfer
to Eurostat and publishing the results. The report on the statistics quality of innovations will
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be elaborated in the new electronic instruments
European Statistical System Metadata Handler.
In the field of methodology, the cooperation
with the international institutions in the revision of the Frascati Manual will continue as well
as cooperation in improvement of quality and
international comparability of statistics.
Price statistics will be focused mainly on
Eurostat´s project aimed at the development
and improvement of detailed price indices in
the food industry according to pre-identified
food chains.
In the field of social statistics, the priorities will
be aimed at the implementation of the Regulation
on the European demographic statistics, putting
in place electronic data transmission from registry offices, to make the final results of Population and Housing Census 2011 available to Eurostat in accordance with the Regulation of the
European Parliament and the Council (EC) No.
763/2008 on Population and Housing Census
in 2011 and the Regulation of the Commission
(EC) No. 1201/2009 implementing the Regulation No. 763/2008 regarding the technical specifications of the themes and their breakdowns.
In 2014, the section of Social Statistics and Demography intends to issue an analytical publication Population and Housing Census 2011, facts
about changes in the lives of the inhabitants of the
SR from the Census 2001, which will summarize
the most important changes in the lives of the inhabitants of Slovakia over the period from 2001
to 2011 and on the basis of the census’s results
will outline the trends for further development
and the publication Lexicon of Municipalities of
the Slovak Republic drawn up from the results of
census 2011. Among further priorities in 2014
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will be included activities such as the establishment of an expert group composed of experts
in demography, statistics and information technologies, the preparation of the census in 2021,
in line with the conclusions of the international
conference of the Statistical Office of the Slovak
Republic 2013 – After the 2011 Census, does Slovakia still Need Another One? Testing of the new
design of the family accounts statistics through
the part of the survey sample of EU SILC2014
will continue in 2014 and implementation of
redesign will be prepared taking into account
the Eurostat´s requirements for 2015 (reference
year for NA data transmission to Eurostat). In
the second quarter of 2014, the Section of Social
Statistics and Demography intends to perform,
alongside the regular labour force survey, the
supplementary survey on migrants and their immediate descendants. Starting with the year 2014
onwards, the results of the grant project regarding the new International Standard Classification
of Education ISCED 2011 will be implemented
into social surveys. One of the priorities will also
be the implementation the grant project of European Health Interview Survey EHIS 2014.
Election statistics priorities will be aimed at
processing the voting results in the elections of
the President of the Slovak Republic, representatives of the European Parliament and bodies
of municipal self-governments.
Election of the President will be held on 15
March 2014. If none of the candidates for President of the Slovak Republic will obtain an absolute majority of valid votes of eligible voters, the
date for the second round of the election of the
President of the Slovak Republic is determined
for Saturday, March 29, 2014.
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The date of the elections to the European Parliament was announced by the President of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic for
Saturday, May 24, 2014.13 Members of the EP
will be elected in the Slovak Republic.
Elections to the bodies of municipal self-governments will be held in the last fourteen days
of the term of office. In 2014, they will take
place in November.
Besides these tasks, within the meaning of law
concerned, the Statistical Office of the SR will
perform continuously activities associated with
ensuring new elections to municipal bodies in
dates determined by the President of the National Council of the Slovak Republic.
In terms of the dissemination and provision
of information, the Office will focus on propagation of the content and forms of products
made available through the Internet. At the
beginning of 2014, the Office will put into full
operation the new Internet portal, including a
new electronic data collection. During the year,
it intends to launch electronic services and new
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system of metadata dissemination (code lists,
classifications, statistical surveys).
In terms of dissemination of statistical data, it
will be important for the Statistical Office to prepare a unified public data base which will gradually replace the static data tables and data matrix
of databases of Slovstat, RegDat and Urbanand
Municipal Statistics. By integration of public
data base into the Internet portal, the Statistical
Office will be able to provide the general public
with a consolidated statistical data and metadata
by means of the modern and unified form.
The focus of the publication activities will be
targeted on the issuing publications with added
value in the form of analytical texts and data
visualization. All titles will be issued in accordance with the Catalogue of Publications 2014;
they will be freely available on the web site of
the Office.
In the course of the year, the Statistical Office of
the Slovak Republic will ensure processing and
the providing extensive data sets to domestic
and foreign institutions in the agreed extent.
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Building relations with customers will be a
primarily focused on important domestic and
foreign customers, in accordance with the Marketing Plan 2014. The Statistical Office will organize and carry out meetings with existing and
potential users of statistics with the aim to enhance the knowledge level of customers and endeavour to detect their expectations in the field
of providing statistical products and services.
The Statistical Office will organize Open Door
Day at the headquarters and Regional Offices of
the SOSR in order to make the general public
aware of the mission and tasks of the official statistics and present the results of the statisticians.

focused on preparation of the selected experts
for the presidency in the Council of the EU and
the expert preparation concerning the statistical data protection, the Integrated Statistical
Information System (ISIS) functionality and
planned election preparation. The Office will
continue to develop the competencies necessary
for the managers, and enhance the staff orientation towards the customers and partners within
the national and European Statistical System.

The Statistical Office will execute, in line with
the strategy of the Office and by means of an
independent external agency, “The Survey of the
Credibility” to find out in what way is our organization perceived by the public at large.
The major challenge for human resources
management is how to motivate the employees
sufficiently to meet challenging tasks and satisfy the needs of customers at high level quality
at reduced financial resources and limited staff
capacity. In demanding conditions, the Office
will endeavour to do the best to prevent the best
and most efficient personnel from leaving job.
One of the major tasks of the Office will be to
ensure the staffing for the following elections:
the presidential elections in the SR, the elections to the EP and to the municipal bodies.
An integral part of the human resources management is also the education of the staff which
is closely linked to the fulfilment of the crucial
tasks of the Office in 2014. It will be particularly
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A priority task of Information-Communication Technologies will be to ensure the application and technical support with emphasis on the
IS, which are the parts of the projects the Electronic Services and RILEE SO SR, increase the
availability of IS and improve the quality of services. Another priority will be to ensure the collection and processing results of the presidential
elections, elections to the European Parliament
and elections to municipal bodies in terms of
technical security of the process.
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Contacts
Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic
Miletičova 3
824 67 Bratislava
Phone: +421-2-50236 111
Fax:
+421-2-55424 587, 2-55424 047
+421-2-50236 706
E-mail: info@statistics.sk
Web:
http://www.statistics.sk

Institute of Informatics and Statistics - INFOSTAT
Leškova 16
817 95 Bratislava 15
Phone: +421-2-59379 301
E-mail: infostat@infostat.sk
Web:
http://www.infostat.sk

Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Bratislava
Hanulova 5/c, P.O. BOX 18
840 00 Bratislava 4
Phone: +421-2-69250 101, 2-69297 101
Fax:
+421-2-64368 145
E-mail: ks.ba@statistics.sk

Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Žilina
Framborská 23
011 21 Žilina
Phone: +421-41-5113 201, 41-5626 649
Fax:
+421-41-5626 650
E-mail: administratorza@statistics.sk

Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Trnava
Osvaldova 2
917 23 Trnava
Phone: +421-33-5566 111
Fax:
+421-33-5511 772
E-mail: trnava@statistics.sk

Statistical Office of the SR - Section of Industrial Data
Collection and Processing and Field Surveys in B. Bystrica
Trieda SNP 75
974 89 Banská Bystrica
Phone: +421-48-4323 111
Fax:
+421-48-4144 767
E-mail: info_bb@statistics.sk

Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Trenčín
Kniežaťa Pribinu 28
911 54 Trenčín
Phone: +421-32-7460 111
Fax:
+421-32-7460 209
E-mail: pracovisko.tn@statistics.sk
Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Nitra
Rázusova 9,
P.O.BOX 9B
949 55 Nitra
Phone: +421-37-7752 200, 37-7752 201
Fax:
+421-37-7722 035
E-mail: AdministratoNR@statistics.sk
Information Service and Store of the SOSR
Phone: +421-2-50236 335
+421-2-50236 339
+421-2-50236 428
Fax:
+421-2-55561 361
E-mail: info@statistics.sk
renata.leskovska@statistics.sk
Office hours:
Mo - Tu 8.30 – 12.00
13.00 – 14.30
Wed
8.30 – 12.00
13.00 – 16.00
Th
8.30 – 12.00
13.00 – 14.30
Fr
8.30 – 13.00		
			
Reception
Phone: +421-2-50236 222
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Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Prešov
Plzenská 2, P.O.BOX 16
080 16 Prešov
Phone: +421-51-7735 224
Fax:
+421-51-7724 769
E-mail: admin.po@statistics.sk
Statistical Office of the SR – Regional Office Košice
Werferova 3
040 11 Košice
Phone: +421-55-6410 200, 201
Fax:
+421-55-6410 227
E-mail: kosice@statistics.sk
Library
Phone:
E-mail:

+421-2-50236 768
daniela.oslejova@statistics.sk

Office hours:
Mo - Tu
8.00 – 12.00		
Wed
8.00 – 12.00
13.00 – 15.00
Th - Fr
8.00 – 12.00		
Registry
Phone: +421-2-50236 475
Office hours:
Mo, Tu, Th 8.30 – 10.00
Wed
8.30 – 10.00
Fr
8.30 – 10.00

14.00 – 15.00
14.00 – 16.00
13.00 – 14.00
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www.statistics.sk
Statistical Office of the SR
Miletičova 3
824 67 Bratislava
Slovak Republic
Tel.: +421 2 502 36 111
Fax: +421 2 554 24 587
E-mail: info@statistics.sk

