
7. HEALTH  

Methodological notes 

Data on health care and employees working in health service are summarily published for 
the branches of the Ministry of Health of the SR, the Ministry of Defence of the SR, the Ministry 
of Interior of the SR, the Ministry of Justice of the SR, The Ministry of Transport and Construc-
tion of the SR. 

The health care facilities include out-patient health care facilities, institutional health care fa-
cilities, pharmaceutical care facilities, haematology and transfusiology facilities and other facili-
ties. The out-patient health care facilities contain general out-patient care units, specialised out-
patient care units, emergency out-patient units, facilities providing day care, residential health 
care units, polyclinics, home nursing care agencies, facilities for common examination and cura-
tive components, mobile hospices and out-patient medical first aid service units. The institutional 
health care facilities cover general hospitals, specialised hospitals, institutes for treatment, hos-
pices, houses of nursing care, natural curative spas, curative spas and facilities of biomedicine 
research. 

Category of natural curative spas contains also curative spas. 
Category Public pharmacies cover public pharmacies, subsidiaries of public pharmacies and 

public pharmacies as a training point. 
Health care professional occupations are in accordance with § 27 Act No 578/2004 Coll. on 

Health Care Providers, Health Service Personnel, Health Care Professional Associations and on 
amendments and supplements to certain acts. 

Infectious diseases data are obtained from the compulsory announcements. There are only 
newly notified cases presented. Newly notified cases of tuberculosis are surveyed including re-
lapses. 

Average number of persons covered by sickness insurance comprises the insured employ-
ees, self-employed and voluntary insured. 

Current expenditures on health care are obtained from processing of the System of Health 
Accounts. 

Health expenditures paid by citizens are based on using statistical reports of National Health 
Information Center (NHIC). 

Expenditures of non-profit institutions serving households are obtained by sample statisti-
cal survey in non-profit institutions serving households. 

Data on consumption of drugs come from the statistical reports of NHIC. 

Definitions 

Working post is determined by the number of contractual duty hours of independent special-
ized health professionals according to the particular rules where total length of set (specified) 
working time per week is considered as one working post. Partial or additional duties are con-
verted to the whole working posts. The conversion of the number of employees into the whole 
working posts is not performed on principle at those employees, whom shorter working time has 
been set by legal regulations from the reasons of harmful to health environment and the like. 

Day of stay is all calendar day, when a patient was provided with all of the services, which a 
facility with beds can provide, i.e. treatment including accommodation and board. The first and 



last calendar day in bed facility is calculated as one day of stay. 
Average length of stay in days is a ratio of the number of days of stay and number of hospi-

talised patients. 
Visit of patient in out-patient health care unit is active presence of patient in out-patient unit 

for the purpose of medical examination, treatment, taking samples of biological materials, pre-
scription of medicines or changing of prescription, obtaining medical report/result or for the pur-
pose of administrative act related to health or providing of health care. 

Home visiting service (visit of physician/nurse at patient’s home) is a way of physician/nurse 
to patient outside the building where is out-patient care unit with the aim to provide health care 
to patient, which is not able to arrive to out-patient care unit (in home ambience of patient). 

Public pharmacy provides pharmacy care including individual preparation of drugs for public, 
out-patient health care facility and institutional health care facility, if institutional health care 
facility does not have a hospital pharmacy. 

Average duration of incapacity for work is the number of calendar days of incapacity for 
work per one newly reported case of incapacity for work. 

Average percentage of incapacity for work per year is calculated as a ratio of number of 
calendar days of incapacity for work due to disease and injury and average number of persons 
covered by sickness insurance, multiplied by the number of calendar days of the year. 

Revenue from the collection of premium for health insurance represents payments of payers 
under the applicable laws. 

In health insurance companies insured are presented by summarized data from the registers of 
insured in individual health insurance companies. 

Expenditures paid by health insurance companies are reimbursements of health insurance 
companies for health care provided to their insured in accordance with the valid Therapeutic 
Regulation. 

Expenditures paid by citizens include the expenditures of population for health and pharma-
ceutical products, therapeutic devices and for out-patients and hospitals health services. 

Source 

Data are obtained from processing of statistical surveys of the Ministry of Health of the SR 
(National Health Information Center). There are also used the administrative sources of the Re-
gional Authority of Public Health Banská Bystrica (infectious diseases) and the Social Insurance 
Agency. Sources of data on expenditures on health paid by citizens and non-profit institutions 
serving households are annual statistical surveys of the NHIC and the SO SR. 

Data on income and expenditure of health insurance companies are acquired from administra-
tive sources (health insurance companies). 

Published data on incapacity for work due to disease and injury are gained from administrative 
data sources of the Social Insurance Agency. 

More detailed information can be obtained on the SO SR website in the section Demography 
and social statistics – Health and in the public database of the SO SR DATAcube. 


